The Nation
therefore a common currency and credit system, must
be shared by a larger unit. Policing and "defence" are
also assumed to be shared, in the making and in their
advantages, by the same krge unit. The nation so
united, in the present world, is a State; and the State
is supposed sentimentally to be a nation, even when
a State includes many races under the domination of
one "nation." No one loves "the State." In order to
maintain it, it is called "the nation"; and in that
disguise it excites emotion. Sometimes, indeed, the
emotion is filial or sexual. An analysis, for example,
of the current attitude towards Britannia or John Bull,
Columbia or Uncle Sam, would reveal political forces
more powerful than the appetite for gain.
How, then, is the common good of a nation shared
by all its members? Who gets or should get the
advantages derived from the British Government or
the Government of the United States? Presumably at
least the citizens of Great Britain or the United States
and their families; and presumably also all those
should share equally in the advantages derived from
their system of government. It is not usually supposed
that "defence," for example, which is a national
service, is more advantageous for one citizen rather
than another. Law and police are common goods also
equally shared; and so far as the State is concerned
the currency system is not intended to be of greater
advantage to any one person or group than to another.
Some group which is not the whole nation may take
advantage of the currency system or corrupt the
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